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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DALTON-INT-FQRNESS  URBAN  DISTRICT— 1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton -in -Furness 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

The  time  has  again  arrived  when  it  is  my  duty,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  to  present  to  you  my 
Annual  Report,  which  deals  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district, 
the  steps  taken  to  improve  the  same,  and  the  statistics  dealing  with  the 
births  and  deaths,  and  the  incidence  of  disease. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. — I have  no  doubt  but  that  your 
district  is  kept  under  careful  supervision,  not  only  as  regards 
systematic  inspection,  but  in  regard  to  special  inspection 
necessitated  by  the  complaint  of  insanitary  conditions,  or  the 
outbreak  of  any  of  the  infectious  diseases. 

sanitary  CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS.— Water  Supply.— 
I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  a great 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  Askam  and  Treleth  Water 
supply,  an  improvement  which  I am  hopeful  will  put  an  end 
to  the  complaints  which  have  been  heard  for  so  many  years 
past.  No  doubt,  a good  deal  of  the  trouble  arose  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  mains,  many  of  these  being  old  and 
corroded.  New  mains  have  been  substituted  for  the  old  ones  on 
that  part  of  the  village  of  Askam  called  The  Lots,”  and  also  in 
Sharp  Street.  In  place  of  the  old  10  inch  main,  which  I 
mentioned  last  year  as  being  much  too  large  for  the  supply  of 
water  to  villages  of  the  size  of  Askam  and  Ireleth,  a 6 inch  main 
has  been  substituted. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  a inch  service  main  has  been 
carried  from  Lindal,  lor  the  supply  of  the  group  of  cottages 
known  as  “ Melton  Terrace,”  and  one  of  the  same  diameter  has 
been  laid  from  Greenscoe,  for  the  supply  of  the  cottages  a t 
Greenhaume. 

On  account  of  the  f -equent  complaints  made  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  houses  in  Ann  Street  and 
Buccleuch  Street,  Dalton,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  lay  a 
new  main  in  Ann  Street,  and  to  scrape  the  one  supplying 
Buccleuch  Street. 

Great  and  constant  complaints  have  been  made  of  the 
turbidity  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  dwellings  in  Stafford  Street, 
Dalton,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  in  a position  to  report  that  at 
the  time  of  writing,  the  Barrow  Corporation  are  taking  steps  to 
have  the  iervice  mains  in  this  district  taken  up  and  new  ones 
laid. 

NEW  STREETS. — On  account  of  the  wave  of  trade  depression  which 
has  overspread  the  district,  and  the  consequent  unwillingness  of 
the  Council  to  increase  the  burthen  of  taxation,  very  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  street  making. 
There  are  still  a good  many  streets  which  have  not  been 
dedicated  to  the  public,  and  the  condition  of  these  is  far  from 
satisfactory,  and  I trust  that  the  earliest  opportunity  will  be 
taken  for  carrying  out  this  work,  which,  from  a sanitary  point  of 
view,  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

SE  WERAGE  AND  DRAINxiGE. — As  an  evidence  that  the  new  Storm 
Water  Sewer  has  been  acting  efficiently,  I may  say  that,  with 
the  exception  of  slight  flooding  in  Wellington  Street,  that  there 
has  been  no  trouble  in  this  respect  throughout  the  year,  and  on 
one  or  two  occasions  the  efficiency  of  the  sewer  must  have  been 
very  severely  tested 

Although  gradual  progress  is  being  made  in  disconnecting 
surface  water  drains  from  ihe  sewage  sewers,  there  remains  a 
great  deal  to  be  done  in  this  respect,  as  in  times  gone  by,  great 
carelessness  has  been  shown  in  connecting,  at  haphazard,  house 
drains  with  the  storm  water  sewers,  and  storm  water  drains  with 
the  sewage  sewers. 

The  drainage  of  the  dwellings  from  No.  37  to  45  Market 
Street,  Dalton,  has  been  remodelled  and  the  privies  converted 
into  W.C.’s. 
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A new  branch  sewer  has  been  laid  to  Atkinson’s  Yard, 
Skelli^ate,  Dalton,  the  house  drains  connected  therewith,  and  the 
privies  converted  into  W.C.’s, 

A new  nine  inch  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Schoolwaters,  Dalton, 
discharging  into  a tank,  the  whole  of  the  house  drainage  re- 
modelled  and  connected  therewith. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  London  Road,  Ulverston Road 
and  to  Empland  Cottages,  Lindal,  the  whole  of  the  house  drainage 
has  been  remodelled  and  connected  to  the  new  system,  and  the 
defective  privies  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s. 

EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. -I  think  it  is  quite  safe 
to  say  that,  very  much  more  than  ordinary  attention  is  being 
given  to  this  important  branch  of  sanitary  administration,  and 
every  care  is  taken  to  prevent  undue  accumulation  of  refuse 
animal  and  vegetable  matter,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  d we' lings. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — The  usual  care  has  been  displayed  in  the 
regular  and  systematic  inspection  of  the  Slaughter  Houses,  and 
generally,  they  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  good  order.  The 
one  owned  by  the  Co-operative  Society,  has  been  greatly 
improved  as  regards  its  method  of  drainage.  I am  afraid  that 
it  is  impossible  to  say  that  any  one  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
district  is  entirely  s itisfactory,  in  respect  to  its  proximity  to 
inhabited  houses. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS.— The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are 

subject  to  regular  inspection,  and  in  many  instances,  structural 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  instigation  of  your 
Officials  ; nevertheless,  there  is  much  need  of  extensive  alter- 
ations in  many  of  the  Cowsheds,  before  they  can  be  deemed  to 
be  satisfactory  as  regards  air  space,  ventilation,  lighting,  the 
condition  of  the  floor  surface  and  drainage, 

A special  Report,  which  deals  with  the  whole  of  the 
Cowsheds,  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  shortly  be 
presented  to  the  Council. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — The  only  offensive  trade  in  the  district,  viz  : 
that  of  Tripe  Boiling,  is  kept  under  careful  supervision,  and  has 
given  rise  to  little  trouble. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. -It  will  be  observed  from  the 
Inspector’s  Report,  that  the  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the 
district  are  regularly  inspected,  and  have  given  rise  to  little 
complaint. 
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CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES— 1 he  work  of  conversion,  proceeds 
satisfactorily  ; seventy-nine  defective  privies  iiaving  been 
converted  into  W.C.’s,  as  against  ninety-five  in  1908.  One 
great  drawback  to  the  outside  W.O.,  is  its  liability  to  have  the 
water  supply  affected  by  frost ; this  might  easily  be  avoided,  by 
the  exercise  of  a small  amount  of  care,  and  the  water  closet 
should  searcely  be  blamed  for  what  is  undoubtedly,  an  abuse 
rather  than  a proper  use  of  the  system. 

meat  inspection,— The  subject  of  meat  inspection,  is  one  which 
engages  a considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  the  Inspector,  and 
almost  every  carcase  intended  for  food,  has  been  examined  by 
him. 


It  will  be  apparent  that,  when  most  of  the  slaughtering  is 
done  on  the  same  day,  in  slaughter  houses  widely  separated 
from  each  other,  that  the  effectual  carrying  out  of  inspection 
entails  a great  amount  of  extra  labour  on  your  Inspector. 

From  the  Inspector’s  Summary,  it  will  be  seen  that — 

1,420  lbs.  of  meat 
1, 1 81  lbs.  of  offal 

have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT.— This  Act  has  not  been 
adopted  in  the  district,  and  I cannot  see  that  its  provisions 
would  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  welfare  of  the  infantile 
population. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. — When  the  population  of  the  district  was  enumerated 
at  the  last  census,  it  was  found  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Dalton  and  Newton  ...  ...  8921 

Lindal  and  Marton  ...  ...  893 

Askam  and  Ireleth  ...  ...  3206 


Total  13020 


Judging,  however,  from  the  number  of  unoccupied  houses  in 
the  district,  I should  estimate  that  since  the  census  return  of 
1901,  there  must  have  been  a considerable  decrease  in  the 
population. 
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In  Dalton  and  Newton  there  are  210  unoccupied  houses.’  ''' 
,,  Lindal  and  Marton  ,,  ,,  29  ,,  ,, 

„ Askam  and  Ireleth  ,,  „ 82  ,,  ,, 

: £ . V . Total  321  , - 


From  the  above,  I should  estimate  the  decrease  of  the 
population  as  being  at  least  1600,  giving  a population  for  the 
whole  district  of  11420,  made  up  as  follows  ; — 


""Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 


2 

• « • 


""  7881 
^ 753 
2786 


Total  11420 


BIRTHS. — I find  that  300  births  have  been  registered  during  the  past 
year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  26*2  per  1,000  ; in  the  year  1908, 
there  were  334  births,  the  birth-rate  then  being  25 '6  per  1,000. 
These  figures  show  that  there  has  been  a decrease  of  34  in  the 
number  of  births. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  BIRTHS  — 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 

1909. 

Births.  . Birth-rate. 

204  25-8 

18  23-9 

78  27-9 

1908. 

Births.  Birth-rate. 

231  25*8 

26  29-2 

77  24-0 

300  26-2 

334 

25-6 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  there  were  - 
^ ' second  , . ,,  ,,  ^ .,L. . 

„ third  ' ,,  „ ' 

,,  fourth  ,, 

19C9. 

68 

46 

,0  ^27 

59 

1908. 

75 

86 

104 

69 

Totals 

300 

334 

MALE  AND  FEMALE  BIRTHS.— There  were  161  Male  Children 
born,  and  139  Females. 


DEATHS. — During  the  past  year,  I find  that  there  have  been  168 
deaths  recorded,  the  death-rate  being  equal  to  14'7  per  1,000. 
In  1908,  there  were  180  deaths,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  14'5  per 
1,000. 
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The  deafch‘3  have  been  distributed  as  follows 

1909.  1908. 


Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

128 

16.2 

133 

14-9 

Lindal  and  Marton 

11 

14-8 

11 

12-3 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

29 

10-4 

36 

11*2 

168 

12-9 

180 

14-5 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  there  were 
second 
third 
fourth 

Totals 


n 


>) 


1909. 

1903. 

45 

53 

60 

31 

26 

45 

37 

51 

168 

189 

MALE  AND  FEMALE  DEATHS. — There  were  79  deaths  in  Males, 
and  89  in  Females. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH.— 


1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902  1901 

Measles 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

9 

14 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

10 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Influenza 

2 

5 

5 

1 

4 

2 

2 

9 

8 

Diarrhoea 

4 

12 

2 

18 

3 

5 

10 

— 

13 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Phthisis 

20 

11 

15 

15 

22 

16 

20 

19 

11 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

— 

— ^ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

8 

9 

4 

10 

6 

4 

11 

7 

10 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

2 

Ohncer 

12 

11 

6 

9 

8 

6 

6 

19 

11 

Bronchitis 

18 

22 

24 

16 

16 

21 

21 

27 

19 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

16 

15 

11 

15 

9 

14 

9 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

9 

18 

11 

20 

11 

7 

13 

25 

7 

Premature  Birth 

8 

6 

8 

7 

7 

5 

7 

11 

12 

Child  Birth 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Accidents 

2 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

9 

Venereal  Disease 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

1 

2 

' — 

1 

liheumatic  Fever 

— 1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Septic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

All  other  Diseases 

65 

62 

84 

72 

69 

63 

68 

91 

84 

Totals 

168 

180 

198 

202 

184 

161 

185 

230 

220 
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INFANTILE  AND  SENILE  DEATHS. — In  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  I find  that  there  have  been  3.8  deaths,  which  produces  an 
infantile  death-rate  of  126'6  per  1,000  births  ; in  the  year  1908, 
there  were  42  deaths  which  occurred  at  the  same  age  period,  the 
infantile  death-rate  being  then  equal  Iq  125  7 per  1,000  births. 


As  to  their  distribution,  the  following  table  will  illustrate 
this  : — - 


1909.  1908. 

,,  Infantile  Infantile  Infantile  Infantile 

, Heaths.  , s, Death-rate.  ^.  .Deaths.;., ^ I Death-rate. 

Dalton  and  Newton  27  I32‘3  *’L  ,33  " 142’8 

Linda!  and  Marton  ‘ 2 HIT 

Askam  and  Ireleth  9 115*4  8 103’8 

““38  126*1  42  12^ 


In  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  there  have  been  43  deaths, 
as  compared  with  67  in  the  year  1908. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS.— When  we  speak 
of  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  we  mean  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  and  Phthisis,  commonly  known  as 
Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  but  as  regards  this  last  disease,  I 
shall,  as  in  former  years,  take  it  under  a separate  heading. 
Looking  at  the  table  of  causes  of  death,  we  see.  that  there  have 
been  18  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  16  from  Pneumonia,  and  1 from 
Pleurisy,  giving  a total  of  35,  in  the  previous  year  the  total 
luimber  of  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  was  32.  The  deaths 
from  Respiratory  Diseases  were  distributed  as  under  : — 


1909. 

1908. 

Percentage  to 

Percentage  to 

Deaths  from 

Deaths  from 

Deaths. 

all  causes. 

Deaths,  all  causes. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

28 

21*8 

24  18*0 

Lindal  and  Marton 

2 

18T 

2 19  1 

^ Askam  and  Ireleth 

- 5 

17*2 

6 16*6 

35 

21 T 

32  ''  17*7 

PHTHISIS.— From  Phthisis  or 

Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  there  have 

been  20  deaths,  and  these  have  been  distributed  as  under : — 

Percentage  to  deaths 

Deaths. 

from  all  causes. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

« • * 

16 

12*5 

Lindal  and  Marton 

. 

— 

— - 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

4 

13*7 

20 

11*9 

8 


In  fche  year  1908,  there  were  U deaths  from  Phthisis,  so 
that  there  is  an  increase  of  9. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE.— I find  that  from  those  diseases  which 
are  scheduled  under  this  heading,  there  have  been  five  deaths 
which  is  equal  to  a Zymotic  Death-rate  of  -37  per  1,000  ; last 
year  there  were  10  deaths  from  the  same  class  of  disease,  equal 
to  a rate  of  IT 5 per  1,000. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES — 


Dalton  and  Lindal  and  Askam  and 
ISIewton,  Marton.  Ireleth,  Totals. 

Diphtheria  ...  1 — — 1 

Whooping  Cough  — — - ■-  — 

Diarrhoea  ...  3 — 1 4 


Measles 


Typhoid  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 


4 

— 

1 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  ‘bo  — 

•35 

•43 

,,  ,,  in  1908  TOO  — 

T87 

T15 

The  above  table  shows  a very  satisfactory  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  Zymotic  Diseases,  although  it  is  only 
fair  to  state  that  in  the  year  1908,  no  less  than  12  of  these  were 
due  to  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— During  the  year 
1909,  only  28  certificates  notifying  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
were  received,  and  these  reports  have  come  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  district  as  per  table  below.  It  wiil  be  seen  that 
there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  reports  re- 
ceived as  compared  with  the  year  1903. 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
Askam  and  Ireleth 

Scarlet 
F ever. 

6 

ll 

Typhoid 
F ever. 

Diphtheria, 

3 

Erysip- 
. elas. 

8 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total, 

17 

11 

Totals 

17 

— 

3 

8 

28 

Totals  1908 

3 

6 

2 

5 

1 

17 

9 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Small 

Pox. 

Puerperal 

Fever.  Totals. 

1896 

96 

— 

10 

21 

11 

1 

69 

1897 

17 

6 

18 

16 

...» 



57 

1898 

12 

6 

19 

7 

- 

- 

45 

1899 

57 

6 

27 

16 



106 

1900 

57 

2 

23 

14 

--  ■ 

3 

97 

1901 

10 

3 

16 

17 

1 

56 

1902 

83 

8 

3 

17 

r 

- . - 

116 

1903 

68 

3 

7 

15 

- 

.MB 

106 

1901 

99 

13 

7 

13 

1 

133 

1905 

43 

97 

1 

27 

1 

159 

1906 

141 

34 

7 

15 

-■ 

1 

205 

1907 

10 

2 

2 

17 

2 

33 

1908 

3 

2 

6 

5 

1 

17 

1909 

17 

3 

— 

8 

— 

28 

It  was  scarcely  to  be  anticipated  that  we  should  experience 
another  year  quite  as  satisfactory,  as  regards  the  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  reported,  as  was  the  year  19J8.  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  whilst  in 
1908  there  were  only  3 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  in  1909 
there  were  17  cases  notified,  and  these  occurred  chiefly  in  the 
Askam  and  Ireleth  district,  where  there  was  a slight  epidemic 
from  the  end  of  January  until  the  end  of  April.  Then  there  were 
th.ree  more  cases  of  Erysipelas  in  1909. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — I am  very  pleased  indeed  to  be  able  to  report 
that  your  district  has  been  entirely  free  from  any  outbreak  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  let  us  hope  that  in  the  future,  outbreaks  of 
this  disuise  may  be  of  rare  occurrence. 

MEASLES. — An  epidemic  of  Measles  appeared  in  Dalton  and  Askam 
in  the  month  of  November,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  disease 
ne\  er  became  so  extensive  nor  the  school  attendance  so  much 
affected  as  to  necessitate  the  closure  of  any  of  the  schools. 

As  in  past  years,  I am  greatly  indebted  to  my  colleagius  for  their  ever 
ready  co-operation  and  assistance, 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Q.  li.  Patterson^ 

L.R.C.jP,  Lond.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng..  D.P.H.,  Lond., 

^Ut  February^  1910^  Medical  Officer  of  Hmlih 
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5amtarY  ^njpeetor’^  p^.ni'ual  5leport. 

FOR  1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and 


Members  of  the  Dalton-in- Furness  Urban 
DistricPCouneil.  ■ 


Gentlemen, 


have  gregi|  pleaaore^iji  yoja  m Report  of 

the  work  done  in  my  department  during  the  year  1909.  ..  b>  v:  T) 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  has  been  kept  under  close 
observation^  with  regalar  and  systematic  house  to  house  inspection,  and  on 
receipt  of  complaint  the  premises  were  immediately  visited  and  a 
careful  and  thorough  investigation  made. 

The  causes  ot  complaints  m\y  be  summarised  as  follows: — ■ 
Insanitary  Privies,  and  Ashpits,  Blocked  Drains  and  W.C.’s,  Defective 
Waste  Pipes  and  other  nuisances. 

Ninety-four  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  issued  during  the  year 
to  effect  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  specifying  in  detail  all  structural 
defects.  Other  nuisances  were  due  to  the  neglect  of  tenants  in  keeping 
surfaces  and  sanitary  conveniences  clean,  and  the  responsible  persons 
had  the  work  carried  out  in  accordance  with  specifications. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE  RECONSTRUCTION. — The  following  is  a list 
of  premises  on  which  nuisances  were  discovered  arising  from 
defective -drainage,  and  have  in  most  cases  been  entirely  re- 
modelled. 

School  Waters.  Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11.  The  whole  of  the  yard  drains 
have  been  relaid  at  proper  gradients  to  new  sewer,  at  back  of 
houses.  The  effluent  is  received  Into  a large  tank  upwards  of 
100  ft  from  the  houses.  Trapped  earthenware  gullies  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  old  dipstoife  trapsl'  y c: 

London  Road,  Lindal.  8,  9,  10,  11,  11,,  13,  14,  15;^  16,  17,  18,  19,  20. 
New  9 inch  sewer  , has  been,  laid  at  the  back  of  the  houses  for  the 
reception  of  W.C.’s  The  whole  of  the  privies  in  this  Road  are 
now  converted,  : The  yard  drainage  has  also  undergone  some 
repair  and  gullies  provided, 

Ulverston  Road,  Lindal.  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13, 

14.  The  whole  of  this  system  has  been  entirely  remodelled,  and 
the  privies  converted  to  W.C.’s 
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These  premises,  which  were  the  cause  of  complaint  tor  some 
considerable  time,  are  now  in  a very  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Market  Street,  Dalton.  Nos.  37,  39,  41,  43,  45.  The  whole  of  the 
drainage  relaid  and  the  privies  converted  to  W.C.'s, 

DRAIN  TESTING. — The  smoke  test  has  been  applied  in  17  instances 
and  with  one  exception  the  drainage  was  found  in  a very  defect- 
ive condition. 

Your  Surveyor  undertakes  the  inspection  of  all  new  drains  in 
course  of  construction. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES. — Seventy-nine  insanitary  and  defective 
privies  have  been  converted  during  the  year  most  of  which  are 
the  result  of  the  informal  notice.  I find  that  very  useful  work 
is  carried  out  in  this  direction  as  a result  of  a letter  to  the  own- 
ers arranging  for  an  interview. 

Most  owners  are  now  beginning  to  realise  the  advantage  of 
the  W.C.  over  the  insanitary  privy,  and  are  as  a consequence 
voluntarily  effecting  improvement  in  many  cases. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction,  especially  at 
Askam,  but  as  the  state  of  trade  and  other  circumstances  pre- 
vent us  moving  as  quickly  as  we  would  like,  there  is  the  know- 
ledge that  nuisances  of  this  description  are  becoming  less  year  by 
year. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  NUISANCES. —The  following  is  a description 
of  nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Houses  found  in  a filthy  condition  ...  ...  3 

„ „ overcrowded  ...  ..  ...  1 


) ) 

yy 

with  defective  drains  ... 

15 

yy 

,,  blocked  drains 

52 

J) 

yy 

, , , , . Lx  .s  ...  ..  ••• 

31 

yy 

,,  broken  and  foul  W.C.’s 

5 

„ defective  gullies 

27 

yy 

,,  „ yard  surfaces 

12 

)) 

yy 

„ ,,  flushing  apparatus  to  W C.’s 

53 

yy 

„ ,,  flush  pipe  joints 

7 

yy 

„ „ sink  and  other  waste  pipes 

9 

y y 

,,  „ ventilating  shafts  and  spouting 

9 

94 

,,  ,,  floors,  walls  and  roofs 

19 

Defecti 

ve  and  insarutary  privies  and  ashpits 

79 

Offensive  accumulations  requiring  removal 

4 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 

2 

12 


Nuisances  arising  from  the  escape  of  coal  gas 
„ ,,  ^ Fish  Shops 

Carrases  requiring  removal  _.r 
No.  of  ashpits  cleansed  » o' 

No.  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  ;:I.  .ii: 

No.  of  dust  bins  emptied 

No,  of doads- of  Tefpse  ■,;.)*  - 

Insufficient  sanitary^ c^veniences  ; : 

Flooded  cellars  ; 


« • • 


1 

3 

21 

11.358 

5,718 

3,808 

145 

1 

5 


-ir  <■,. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Immediate  attention  has  been  given  to  all 
cases  of  infectious  disease  ,on  receipt  of  notification  from  the 
Medical  Officer'^of  Health.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  prem- 
ises has  been  carefull}  inspected,  and  all  defects  promptly  at- 
tended to.  Reports  as  to  the  condition  were  subsequently 
forwarded  without  delay  to  the  Medical  Officer  together  with 
any  information  obtainable  as  to  the  cause  of  outbreak. 

The  patients  have  been  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  the 
' rooms  and  all  articles  of  clothing  disinfected  with  sulphur  and 
formalin. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  now  in  every  case  carried  out 
after  Phthisis.  - ■] 

The  particulars  of  disinfection  are  as  follows: — 

Houses  4 
Rooms  17 
Articles  of  clothing  253 

It  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  bedding  in  4 instances, 
owing  to  its  badly  soiled  condition . 


COWSHEDS. — Letters  were  received  from  the  Barrow  Corporation  i 
desiring  to  be  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  the  cowsheds  from 
whicli  milk  was  supplied  and  distributed  in  the  Borough  of 
Barrow-in-Furness. 

Your  Committee  resolved  that  a special  report  be  submitted 
by  the  Sanitary  Officials  of  the  Council  on  the  whole  of  the  cow- 
' sheds  in  the  district.  We  have  however  been  unable  to  present 
that  repbrt  as  yet,  partly  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work, 
and  also  the  general  survey  work  required  in  connection  there- 
with. 

The  necessary  particulars  for  the  report  have  been  obtained 
and  a rough  draft  prepared  for  presentation. 
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Plans  were  laid  before  your  Committee  for  the  erection  of 
two  cowsheds.  One  at  Newton  and  the  other  at  Green  Lane 
Dalton.  The  progress  of  the  work  was  supervised  by  your 
Surveyor,  who  made  it  his  duty  to  see  that  the  buildings  were 
erected  in  accordance  with  plans. 

Many  improvments  have  been  carried  out  in  the  cowsheds 
at  Lindal,  such  as  the  placing  of  all  gullies  external  to  buildings, 
the  alteration  of  floor  gradients  so  that  all  liquid  passes  to  the 
outside  on  to  gullies. 

In  many  cases  concrete  has  been  substituted  for  the  cobble 
floors. 

Additional  ventilation  has  also  been  provided  in  a few  cow- 
sheds. There  is  also  some  improvement  evidenced  in  the 
general  cleanliness  excercised  by  cow-keepers  in  the  production 
of  milk. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  given  to  this  work, 
and  circulars  have  also  been  distributed  to  all  farmers  on  the 
cleanliness  necessary  in  producing  such  an  important  article  of 
food.  A general  readiness  has  been  shown  by  them  to  improve 
the  unsatisfactory  conditions  where  there  has  been  reason  to 
complain. 

From  a structural  point  of  view  extensive  alterations  are 
still  needed  in  many  cowsheds  in  regard  to  cubic  space,  ventila- 
tion, light,  and  the  condition  of  the  floors.  A detailed  description 
of  the  present  state  and  the  requirements  necessary  to  modern 
cowsheds,  will  be  embodied  in  our  report. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. — One  hundred  and  forty  three  visits 
have  been  made  to  the  workshops  throughout  the  district. 

There  are  at  present  on  the  register  75  factories  and 
workshops. 

The  bakehouses,  20  in  number  have  received  the  greatest 
attention,  each  place  l^eing  visited  4 times  during  the  year. 

The  provision  of  the  Law  in  regard  to  this  class  of  workshop 
is  that  the  lime-washing  must  be  done  twice  in  the  year,  in  the 
months  of  April  and  October  and  that  the  general  cleanliness  of 
the  workshop  must  at  all  times  be  observed. 
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Intimation  was  given  to  all  the  occupiers  in  October,  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  lime-washing,  which  in  every  case  was  at- 
tended to  during  the  month. 

A letter  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  desiring  to  be 
informed  as  to  the  sanitary  convenience  where  persons  of  both 
sexes  were  employed,  particulars  of  which  were  forwarded  as  soon 
as  obtained. 

With  the  exception  of  lime-washing  no  other  contravention 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  was  noted.  Abstracts  and 
other  Forms  were  found  in  position.^  as  to  be  readily  seen  on 
entering  the  workshop. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.— Upwards  of  400  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  private  slaughter  houses,  (of  which  there  are  9 in  various 
parts  of  the  district). 

Every  care  is  excercised  by  the  occupiers  in  regard  to 
cleanliness  and  the  removal  of  all  ofial  and  garbage. 

I have  only  had  occasion  in  a few  instances  to  call  attention 
to  the  lime-washing. 

The  Committee  will  remember  that  during  the  year  com- 
pluints  were  received  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 
drainage  at  the  Co-operative  Society’s  slaughter  house  in  Chapel 
Street,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  unfitness  for  occupation  as  a 
workshop,  of  the  room  over  the  slaughter  house. 

A combined  report  was  presented,  making  certain  recom- 
mendations in  regard  to  the  drainage.  Notice  was  given  to  the 
Society,  who  had  the  work  carried  out.  'fhe  large  ashpit  at  the 
end  of  the  cooling  area  has  also  been  abolished  and  new  garbage 
bins  provided  for  the  slaughter  house. 

The  room  over  the  slaughterhouse  h^s  been  discontinued  as 
a workroom. 

The  premises  now  are  in  a very  good  sanitary  condition. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — -In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a letter  was 
received  from  the  Local  Government  Boafd,  desiring  to  be  in- 
formed what  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  inspection  of 
meat,  and  in  this  connection  I may  say  that  I have  inspected 
almost  every  carcase  intended  for  food. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  important  work,  a very  consider- 
able amount  ot  time  is  taken  up,  and  though  the  whole  of  Monday 
in  each  week  (the  day  when  many  cf  the  butchers  do  their 
slaughtering)  is  devoted  to  the  duty ; slaughtering  is  taking 
place  in  some  or  other  of  the  slaughterhouses  every  day. 


lo 

Every  effort  is  made  to  be  present  during  the  process  of 
slaughtering,  but  as  this  takes  place  both  at  Dalton  and  Askam 
the  same  day.  the  difficulty  of  effectively  carrying  out  the  duty 
will  be  fully  reali^ed,  as  other  departments  of  work  also  often 
demand  immediate  attention. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  meat,  offal  &c.,  condemned 
as  unfit  for  food.  All  carcases  seized  were  taken  to  the  Corpor- 
ation Destructor  at  Barrow  in- Furness. 

Meat  1420  lbs. 

Offal  1181  „ 

RATS. — During  the  year  complaints  were  received  by  your  Committee 
of  the  destructive  work  done  by  the  large  number  of  rats 
infesting  the  sewage  tanks  and  refuse  depots,  when  you  gave  in- 
structions that  steps  be  taken  to  destroy  the  vermin.  Six  tubes  of 
the  Liverpool  Virus  were  at  once  obtained,  and  carefully  laid 
with  the  results  that  the  rats  were  almost  exterminated. 

From  experience  thus  gained  it  seems  necessary  to  lay  the 
poison  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  clear  these  pests,  which  are 
suspected  in  some  cases  as  the  cause  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Since  the  laying  of  the  poison  no  further  complaints  have 
been  made. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. — The  tripe  boiling  establishment  situate  in 
Butts  Beck,  has  been  kept  under  close  observation.  The  prem- 
ises are  regularly  cleansed  and  limewashed.  One  complaint  has 
been  received  during  the  year,  of  the  occupier  depositing  garbage 
into  a large  open  ashpit  to  the  annoyance  of  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  owner  on  my  suggestion  agreed  to  abolish 
the  ashpit  and  provide  a covered  receptacle  which  is  cleansed 
every  week. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  thank  the  Health  Committee,  and  all  my 
Colleagues  for  their  ready  assistance  and  help  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  my  department. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  Caine, 


Feb.  16th.  1910. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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